
Appositives

Objective: The objective of this cheat sheet is to clearly define what an appositive is and explain
when they may be used.

Overview: A lot of times in writing, a word or phrase we use may need further explanation.
Although we use them often, many people do not know the name of this technique they use in
writing. This cheat sheet will explain what appositives are and when to properly use them. Now
when someone asks what is the name of an explanation following a noun, you can say “It’s an
appositive!”

Definition: An appositive is a noun or pronoun — often with modifiers — set beside another noun
or pronoun to explain or identify it. Appositives provide information that further identifies or defines
it. Appositives are usually framed with commas, but they can also be set off by parentheses or dashes
as well.


