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Workshop Overview

ÅHelping students become deep readers

ÅDesigning our courses to reward deep reading

ÅUnderstanding the link between writing and thinking

ÅDesigning writing assignments that prompt critical thinking

ÅUsing class time and pre-assignments to help students with the process

ÅUsing rubrics to make clear your expectations and to focus your attention when you 
grade

ÅMaking sure our comments support rather than stunt studentsõ growth



What do We Want?

Describe your ideal student



ROME WASNõT BUILT IN A DAY!

We will be frustrated if  

we set unreasonable 

expectations for 

ourselves, or our 

students



WRITING IS A PROCESSé

ÅNot a product

ÅWe often place our focus on the end result, not appreciating the path that it 

takes to get there

ÅEach student is at a different point on the path towards academic literacyñ

which includes writing, but is not limited to it!



Are we Doing Our Part?

ÅWe must cultivate learning environments and avoid perpetuating a school culture of  

pseudo-learning

ÅWe do our students an injustice by letting them slide through with mediocre skills

ÅBut we must also set realistic expectations

ÅDepth may be more important than breadth

ÅIntellectual growth takes time that will extend beyond us, beyond the semester and 

beyond their matriculation


