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Core values: competence, service, integrity, diversity, and student-centrism 
Vision: Encouraging our students to become competent professionals who serve others with integrity and compassion
Mission:  The mission of the Communicative Sciences and Disorders (CSD) Program is to provide academic and clinical environments in which undergraduate and graduate students receive quality training and experience. The Program functions within a student-centered environment devoted to service, integrity, and diversity, all designed to prepare graduates who are ethical, competent, and capable of working independently and interprofessionally. The commitment of the CSD Program to the University’s mission is reflected through (1) excellence in teaching designed to promote evidence-based knowledge of communication, swallowing, and cognition development and disorders across the lifespan, (2) a clinic whose services help meet economic needs within the North Alabama region, and (3) a focus on the opportunities that higher education offers our diverse students so that they can 1 day use their knowledge, talents, creativity, and skills to serve others with integrity and compassion. 
Goal I 
The CSD Program will maintain accreditation in speech-language pathology with the Council on Academic Accreditation (CAA) of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) for its graduate program.
Objective
To ensure students receive educational and clinical experiences that reflect quality, integrity, and evidence-based knowledge, the CSD Program will comply with published CAA-ASHA Standards for Accreditation via maintenance of academic and clinical data necessary for satisfactory completion of annual accreditation reports resulting in successful reaffirmation. 
Evaluation
Annual CAA-ASHA maintenance
Goal II  
The CSD Program will enhance its advising process for students.
Objective 1
To promote a more streamlined and transparent advising process, documentation will be integrated with CALIPSO.
Evaluation
Conclusion of fall 2026 semester
Objective 2
To improve academic file management, a review of necessary documents, will be conducted.
Evaluation
Conclusion of fall 2026 semester
Goal III  
The CSD Program will increase community engagement.
Objective
Through an interprofessional grant that focuses on the health and well-being of underserved communities in North Alabama, the CSD Program will provide screenings and information to the public.
Evaluation
Number of sites and individuals assisted at the conclusion of each spring semester
Goal IV  
The CSD Program will strengthen its curricula.
Objective 1
A needs assessment will be conducted with undergraduate students to help update general education course requirements.
Evaluation
Fall semester 2026
Objective 2
Updates to undergraduate and graduate course names and descriptions will be made that reflect professional developments and trajectories.
Evaluation
Spring semester 2027
Goal V  
The CSD Program will upgrade its equipment.
Objective
To innovate teaching, better prepare its students, and augment services to the community, the Program will purchase new equipment that reflects current technology.
Evaluation
a. Diagnostic audiometer by fall 2027 
b. Screening audiometers by fall 2027 
c. Mobile devices/tablets by fall 2027
d. Clinic observation system by spring 2027
Goal VI
The CSD Program will reinforce student exposure to research and the latest advances in our field.
Objective 
Undergraduate and graduate student participation at the annual Speech and Hearing Association of Alabama (SHAA) convention will be promoted.
Evaluation
Number of students who attended the convention each spring and the experiences(s) in which they participated
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